
Works Cited Page For Research Papers

Use this handout to help you:

· Create a Works Cited page in MLA style

· Format the entries on the Works Cited page for those sources you will cite in your paper

Formatting the Words Cited page:

1.
The Works Cited page is the LAST page of your paper; therefore, it includes 
your header with your last name and page number, but it does NOT include 
a heading. Remember the Works Cited page is a part of your paper – it is 
NOT a separate document! 
2.
Title the page: Works Cited. The title is centered on the paper. It is NOT 
underlined, italicized, or bolded.

3.
Each entry that is longer than one line should be formatted using “Hanging 
Indent.” To set up 
Hanging Indent, choose “Format,” then “Paragraph,” 
then “Special.” In the drop-down box under “Special,” choose “Hanging.”
Formatting the Works Cited entries:

Follow MLA style to format EACH entry for sources that you will cite in your paper. Sources include, but are not limited to, books, magazines, newspapers, websites, articles on websites, articles in online periodicals, and articles in scholarly journals that you access via an online database such as Wilson Web. 
The format for each of these types of sources AND an example of a properly formatted entry for each of these types of sources are included below. 
If you will be using a type of authoritative source that is not modeled here, please ask how to format the entry or refer to the “Purdue Owl: MLA Formatting and Style Guide” at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/.  
BOOK WITH ONE AUTHOR:

Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year Published. Media.

Taylor, Patrick. The Gardens of Britain & Ireland. New York: DK Publishing, 2003. Print.

BOOK WITH MORE THAN ONE AUTHOR:

Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name, and Author’s First Name Author’s Last Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year Published. Media.

Hey, Kenneth R., and Peter D. Moore. The Caterpillar Doesn’t Know: How Personal Change is Creating Organizational Change. New York: Free Press, 1998. Print.

BOOK WITH AN EDITOR:
Editor’s Last Name, Editor’s First Name, ed. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year Published. Media.

Graber, Kay, ed. Sister to the Sioux: the Memoirs of Elaine Goodale Eastman. Lincoln: U of Nebraska Press, 1978. Print.

ARTICLE IN A MAGAZINE:

Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name. “Title of Article.” Title of Magazine Date Published: page(s). Media.

Frazier, Ian. “Route 3.” New Yorker 16 Feb. 2004: 10-17. Print.

ARTICLE IN A NEWSPAPER:

Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name. “Title of Article.” Title of Newspaper Date Issued: page(s). Media.

Kolata, Gina. “New Conclusions on Cholesterol.” New York Times 9 Mar. 2004: A1+A12. Print.
WEBSITE:

Title of Website. Sponsor of Site, Date Site Updated. Media. Date Site Accessed. 

The Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL). Purdue University, 2008. Web. 26 Sept. 2009.

ARTICLE ON A WEBSITE:

Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name. “Title of Article on Website.” Title of Website. Sponsor of Site, Date Site Updated. Media. Date Site Accessed. 

Tutton, Mark. “Designers Developing Virtual-Reality ‘Cocoon’.” CNN. Cable News Network, n.d. Web. 11 Sept. 2008.

ARTICLE IN AN ONLINE PERIODICAL:

Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name. “Title of Article.” Title of Periodical. Sponsor of Site, Date Published. Media. Date Accessed.

Lubell, Sam. “Of the Sea and Air and Sky.” New York Times. New York Times, 26 Nov. 2008. Web. 1 Dec. 2009.

ARTICLE IN A SCHOLARLY JOURNAL ACCESSED THROUGH A DATABASE –  

NOTE: This is the ONLY online source that is considered a “print” source:

Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name. “Title of Article.” Title of Journal Volume.Issue (Year): page(s). Name of Database. Media. Date Accessed. 

Grabe, Mark. “Voluntary Use of Online Lecture Notes.” Computers and Education 44.1 (2005): 409-21. Wilson Web. Web. 15 May 2008.

A Model Works Cited Page:
The final page of this handout illustrates what a properly formatted Works Cited page for a research paper will look like. Note the following:
· All entries for sources are alphabetized based on the first word of the entry. Do NOT consider the following words when alphabetizing: the, a, an.

· If a source does not have an author listed, then skip the author and use the article/book/website title as the first item in the entry. Do NOT use “Unknown” for the author.

· Entries are NOT numbered.
· As with all MLA formatted pages, the entire page is double spaced. Do not add an extra space between entries.
· When citing your sources for information quoted, paraphrased, or summarized within the body of your paper, use the FIRST piece of information in the entry for your internal documentation. For example, if you paraphrase a passage from the first article modeled on the following sample Works Cited page in your paper, your internal documentation would be Frazier, as the last name of the author is the first piece of information in the entry. When you do not have an author, it is very common that your citation will be documented with the entire title of an article (in quotation marks) or the title of a website (italicized). For example, if you quoted a passage from Purdue University’s website, your internal documentation would be The Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL), as the website title is the first piece of information in the entry.
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