2

TKAM Study Guide Questions
Chapter 16:

1.  What connection does Scout make that causes her to cry?

2.  What subtle change does Scout notice in Atticus?

3.  How does Atticus explain “mobs” to the children?

4.  What is Miss Maudie’s reaction to everyone wanting to go to the trial?

5.  Why does Jem say the “mixed children” are sad?

6.  What news does Scout overhear about Atticus’ defending Tom Robinson?  Does it give her any comfort?

7.  With whom do the children sit in the courtroom?
Chapter 17 and 18:

1.  What questions does Atticus ask the sheriff three times?

2.  What does Atticus lead Sheriff Tate to remember about Mayella Ewell’s black eye?

3.  Explain why Jem tells Reverend Sykes that it’s okay for Scout to stay in the courtroom.

4.  What excuse does Mr. Ewell give for not running after Tom Robinson?

5.  Explain what Atticus is attempting to show by asking Mr. Ewell to write something.

6.  Why does Mayella think Atticus is mocking her?

7.  What is Mayella’s response to Atticus’ question about her having friends?

8.  Explain why Atticus has Tom Robinson stand up.
Chapters 19 and 20:

1.  According to Tom, where had Mayella’s brothers and sisters gone on the evening in questions?

2.  Identify what Tom says Mayella did to him while he was (1) standing on the chair; (2) after he got off the chair;   

     and (3) afterwards.

3.  When Atticus asks Tom why he ran, what is his reply?

4.  What mistake does Tom make when Mr. Gilmer is asking him to explain why he helped Mayella?

5.  What explanation does Dill give Scout for his becoming sick?

6.  How does Mr. Raymond explain his pretense about drinking?

7.  When Scout and Dill return to the courtroom, what prediction does Jem make?

8.  What, according to Atticus, is the one thing in the country that truly makes everyone equal?

Chapters 21 and 22:

1.  What does Jem think when Atticus calls them from the balcony?

2.  Describe Cal’s reaction to the children having been at the trial.  What is Alexandra’s reaction?

3.  What is Reverend Sykes’ response to Jem’s certainty the jury will find Tom innocent?

4.  When the jury returns, what does Scout observe about them?

5.  What is Atticus’ response to Alexandra’s attempt to say the children shouldn’t have witnessed the trial?  

6.  What is Atticus’ response to Jem’s question about how the jury could have convicted Tom?

7.  What causes Atticus’ eyes to fill with tears?

8.  What does Miss Maudie say about Atticus’ ability to have kept the jury out for so long?

9.  what had Bob Ewell done to Atticus?

Chapter 23:

1.  What had Atticus told Jem about having a gun around?

2.  What is Atticus’ conclusion about Bob Ewell’s behavior that morning?

3.  Explain what will happen to Tom if he loses his appeal.

4.  When Jem suggests juries should be done away with, what does Atticus suggest should be done instead?

5.  How does Atticus explain the fact that women can’t serve on juries in Alabama?

6.  How does Atticus explain his decision to have allowed Mr. Cunningham to sit on the jury?

7.  What is Aunt Alexandra’s decision about Walter Cunningham?  What is her reasoning?

8.  What conclusion does Jem come to about Boo Radley?

Chapter 24:

1.  After their discussion of the Mrunas, what do the ladies of the missionary society do?

2.  What is Miss Stephanie’s advice to Scout about becoming a lady?

3.  What does Mrs. Merriweather say the cooks and field hands did after the trial?  Why?

4.  What does Mrs. Merriweather say she told “her” Sophy?

5.  Describe Mrs. Merriweather’s view of Northerners?  Why does she hold this view?

6.  What news does Atticus bring about Tom Robinson?

7.  How does Atticus explain what Tom had done?

Chapters 25-27:

1.  What is Scout’s assessment of Jem’s changed behavior after he won’t let her kill the roly-poly?

2.  Why is Maycomb only interested in the news about Tom’s death for two days?

3.  What does Mr. Underwood say in his editorial?

4.  What conclusion does Scout come to about Tom after reading Mr. Underwood’s article?

5.  What comment had Bob Ewell made about Tom’s death?

6.  What does Scout fantasize about?

7.  What historical figure does Miss Gates condemn?  Why does her condemnation confuse Scout?

8.  Why does Bob Ewell lose his WPA job?  Whom does he blame?

9.  why does Judge Taylor have a shotgun in his lap when his wife comes home from church?

10.  Why was Helen Robinson walking a mile out of her way to get to her job?

11.  Describe how Atticus explains Bob Ewell’s dislike of John Taylor.

12.  What are the discomforts of Scout’s “ham” costume she is to wear in the Halloween pageant?

Chapter 28:

1.  As Scout and Jem walk toward the school, what happens to them?

2.  After Jem tries to comfort Scout for coming on stage at the wrong time, what does Scout realize about Jem?

3.  When Jem hears someone following him and Scout, who does he conclude it is?

4.  How does Scout know the body she touches with her toes is not Jem’s?

5.  When Scout reaches the street, what does she see in the light?

6.  What, according to Dr. Reynolds, is Jem’s condition?

7.  Who is in Jem’s room besides Scout, Atticus, and Alexandra?

8.  What news does Sheriff Tate give Atticus?

Chapters 29-31:

1.  Why hadn’t Atticus or any of the neighbors heard the children yelling?

2.  What conclusion does Sheriff Tate come to about Scout’s costume?

3.  According to the sheriff, what kind of man was Bob Ewell?

4.  When Scout points to the man who saved Jem and looks at him closely, what does she realize?  Who does she do

     and say?

5.  Why does Atticus suggest they go to the porch instead of the living room?  Why does Scout seat Boo in a chair in

     deep shadow?

6.  Who does Atticus think killed Bob Ewell?

7.  What does Sheriff Tate say about Bob Ewell’s death?

8.  When Atticus continues to argue with the sheriff about protecting Jem, what does the sheriff yell?

9.  What does the sheriff say the townspeople, including his wife, would do if they knew the truth about who killed

     Bob Ewell?  What does the sheriff say would be a sin?

10.  What is Scout’s response when Atticus asks her if she can understand that “Mr. Ewell fell on his knife”?

11.  After Scout takes Boo home, what makes her sad?

12.  As Scout tells Atticus the story of The Gray Ghost, what does she say about Stoner’s Boy?  What is Atticus’

       response?

